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A PRO has always understood the 
importance of vendors to the 
industry’s success and, from its 
beginning, has welcomed ven-
dors as members of the associa-

tion. APRO members treat customers like they 
want their vendors to treat them—with patience, 
honesty, friendliness and good deals. Since the 
early days of rent-to-own, John Blair has been 
just such a vendor, making it long overdue to 
honor him as APRO’s Vendor of the Year.

“I wish all of the vendors who have been 
serving this industry for more than 10 years 
could have stood up with me and received this 
award,” Blair says. “I was truly surprised by the 
honor. As a vendor, my goal has always been to 
be professional and courteous—nothing less. 
Rental dealers put their trust in me to provide 
an honest service and I’ve strived to nurture 
those business relationships and friendships.”

Blair has been involved with rent-to-own 
for decades. He worked for 11 years with Broy-
hill Furniture Rentals before becoming the 
first executive director of TRIB Group and 
serving in that capacity for 15 years. Blair was 
vice president of marketing and sales for M&B 
Jewelry (later CM Jewelry) for nine years and 
currently is special accounts representative 
for PTS Tax Service. He has served on APRO’s 
vendor advisory committee since 2000. 

He’s worn a lot of hats in and around 
rent-to-own and understands the industry 
as well as anyone. But Blair has worn an-
other hat—or helmet, rather—as well, and, as 
honorable as his service to the rent-to-own 
industry has been, it is his service in the U.S. 
Marine Corps that truly sets him apart.

Blair was a member of the Third Battalion, 
Fourth Marines, India Co. during the Viet-

nam War. In 2006, APRO Executive Director 
Bill Keese was honored to be a spectator at 
that company’s reunion in Austin, Texas. One 
of Blair’s Marine buddies told Keese, “I would 
follow John through hell—and I did. He got us 
out of that mess alive!” Others at the reunion 
agreed that Blair is the real deal, a true hero. In 
an unpopular war—one in which many sought 
to avoid service—Blair reported for duty.

In January 1968 during the war’s dra-
matic Tet Offensive, Blair’s platoon came un-
der heavy fire from a large North Vietnam-
ese force. Blair, serving as squad leader, and 
his men were pinned down, but he didn’t 
hesitate to maneuver his squad forward 
and launch an assault on the enemy. He was 
awarded the Silver Star for his leadership 
and for disregarding his own safety that day.

Blair, of course, will never forget his life-
changing experiences in Vietnam. For the 
past 26 years, he and his wife, Diane—along 
with their children, David, Michael, April 
and (son-in-law) Matt—have hosted the U.S. 
Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots pro-
gram in Marietta, Georgia. Blair’s whole life 
has been about service —both in the RTO in-
dustry and beyond. 

This year’s 

Vendor of the 

Year has served 

the industry  

for a quarter of 

a century, but 

it’s his heroic 

service to the 

country that 

made him the 

man he is.
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APRO and Blair give thanks to Staff Sgt. Gabriel Canady— 
pictured here with Blair at a Marine Corps base in Marietta, 

Georgia—for permitting this photo session in a restricted area.


