
nother near miss makes Wiscon-
sin a continuing sore spot on the otherwise healthy corpus of
rental-purchase statutes in the states. In Greek mythology,
Sisyphus was condemned for eternity to push a great round
rock slowly up a steep hill only to find at the crest some mys-
terious force driving the stone back down the hill, whereupon
Sisyphus had to begin his ordeal anew each time. Wisconsin
rental dealers are feeling a bit like Sisyphus after this sum-

mer. >>> Wisconsin dealers have been toiling with
their political rental-purchase ball for nearly 20

years now. This summer they thought for a
brief moment that they had finally reached

the summit, when the state assembly and
senate chambers both passed the state’s budget

bill with comprehensive rental-purchase legis-
lation included in it. >>> After years of near
misses and over the protestations of the judi-
ciary and an attorney general rabidly anti-
rental purchase, the legislative branch of

Wisconsin government had finally recognized
rental-purchase transactions as leases and

aligned the state with its 47 sister states who had
already done the same thing. >>> These near unanimous leg-
islative votes were cause for celebration among the hearty,
long-suffering band of Wisconsin rental dealers who had per-
severed against long odds, repeated adverse court deci-
sions, a biased and antagonistic press and the active,
belligerent opposition of an attorney general sworn to deci-
mating the rental-purchase industry in his state. >>> Oh, but
the taste of victory was going to be sweet. What more await-
ed the ultimate success but the governor’s signature? And a
Republican governor, at that, who is brand new on the job and
who in the spring had assured the industry of his support.
Every single time that a state legislative body had passed
rental-purchase legislation, the governor had signed the bill
into law. How could it be any different in Wisconsin? >>> Wis-
consin rental dealers were giddy with joy and relief. The
sense of accomplishment was delicious, the feeling, finally,
of victory, palpable.
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