




APRO has revamped its convention and buying show  
schedule for 2008 in order to make the meeting more 

convenient for rental dealers and exhibitors. This year’s exhibit hall will 
feature extended hours in a two-day schedule, with new “Info-To-Go” 
educational sessions on the exhibit hall stage, as well as complimentary 
lunches and a cocktail party. The annual Awards Banquet will be held a day 
earlier than usual in the convention schedule.

More than 100 vendors exhibiting products 
specifically for the rent-to-own industry will offer 

APRO Show Specials that won’t be available anywhere else. The Buying Show 
will conclude with a cash giveaway of up to $10,000. New for 2008: Exhibitors 
will be taking pre-show orders. If your entry is drawn and is a pre-show order, 
your winnings will be doubled!

APRO’s All-Industry Roundtable session is back 
by popular demand! The hottest topics in the 

industry will be discussed among rental dealers with companies both large 
and small. Roundtable participants will be able to give and get immediate 
insight into current issues via an interactive keypad-response system. And 
later that day, APRO will feature a top slate of educational seminars to help 
your business grow.

APRO’s social gatherings can’t be beat! This year, we’ll 
take you to St. Louis’ unique City Museum for a Gala 

Cocktail Party, present our version of the ESPYs at our Awards Banquet 
and—new for 2008—host a cocktail reception right in the exhibit hall.

This year’s Joe Eason/Tom Kitchens Golf Tournament 
will be held on the rolling hills of the Quail Creek Golf 

Club in St. Louis. New for 2008: The tournament will start later in the day  
this year to allow for more participation from those driving in from 
surrounding areas.

There’s something for everyone in St. Louis, 
including the Anheuser-Busch Brewery, a ride to the 

top of the Gateway Arch, a paddle-wheel cruise on the Mississippi, the new 
Lumiere Place Casino, St. Louis’ fabulous historic districts and more. Use this 
opportunity to nurture your business and have a great vacation with family 
and friends. The St. Louis Renaissance Grand Hotel offers an elegant and 
relaxing atmosphere near the banks of the Mississippi River and America’s 
Center exhibit space is directly across the street.

One aspect of the 2008 show that is not new is 
registration costs—we’re keeping them low so that you 

can bring your most valuable employees to the most important annual 
event in the industry. We’re offering a $75 “limited registration” 
that includes all seminars and exhibit hall admission (with 
three lunches and exhibit hall cocktail party); tickets to social 
events are available for an additional charge.

New Schedule

APRO Show Specials

All-Industry Roundtable

RTO Networking

Golf Tournament

Meet us in St. Louis!

It’s Affordable

APRO is  
Rent-to-Own
The Association of 
Progressive Rental 
Organizations is the 
national association 
for the rent-to-own 
industry, representing 
more than 6,000 
businesses that rent 
home products—
furniture, electronics, 
appliances and more—
with an option for 
ownership. Now, with 
looming legislation, 
APRO provides a 
unified voice in the 
all-important fight to 
secure the future of  
our industry.

www.rtohq.org
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Monday, August 11: Pre-Show

	 11 a.m.–3 p.m.	 Joe Eason/Tom Kitchens Golf Tournament at Quail Creek 
(sponsored by Whirlpool)

	 4:30–5:30 p.m.	 APRO Board of Directors meeting

	 6–7 p.m.	 APRO President’s Reception—honoring state presidents, 
APRO PAC and Team APRO contributors and Congressional 
leadership (sponsored by dPi Teleconnect and Speed Queen)

Tuesday, August 12: Education Day

	 8–8:30 a.m.	 Complimentary continental breakfast for seminar attendees

	 8:30–11:30 a.m.	 Rent-to-Own All-Industry Roundtable

	11:30 a.m.–1 p.m.	 Complimentary lunch for seminar attendees

	 1–6 p.m.	E ducational seminars (breaks sponsored by RES Accessories)

	 7–10 p.m.	 Gala Cocktail Party at St. Louis’ City Museum 
(sponsored by Coaster, D&H Distributing, Florida State 
Games, LG Electronics and Moneris Solutions)

Wednesday, August 13: Show Day 1

	 9–11 a.m. 	 General session, keynote address and business meeting 
(keynote sponsored by G.E. Consumer & Industrial)

	 11 a.m.–7 p.m.	E xhibit hall open—with a champagne welcome  
(champagne sponsored by Imagery Marketing Consultants)

		  New for 2008: “Info-To-Go” educational sessions  
in exhibit hall throughout the day

	 11 a.m.–1 p.m.	 Complimentary lunch in exhibit hall

	 1–5 p.m.	 Spouse/Guest Tour of St. Louis’ historic homes and 
neighborhoods

	 3–4 p.m.	 Ice cream break in exhibit hall (sponsored by Ashley Furniture)

	 5:30–7 p.m.	E xhibit hall cocktail reception  
(sponsored by RentDirect Nationwide)

	 8–10 p.m.	 APRO Annual Awards Banquet (sponsored by High Touch)

Thursday, August 14: Show Day 2

	 9–10 a.m.	 APRO Board of Directors meeting and election of officers

	 9 a.m.–3 p.m.	E xhibit hall open
		  New for 2008: “Info-To-Go” educational sessions  

in exhibit hall throughout the day

	 11 a.m.–1 p.m.	 Complimentary lunch in exhibit hall

	 12 p.m.	 Cash drawings—five $1,000 prizes to be awarded, with the 
amount doubled if pre-show order. Must be present to win.

	 1:30–2:30 p.m.	 Ice cream break in exhibit hall (sponsored by Mitsubishi)

	 3 p.m.	E xhibit hall closes

Additional sponsors:

Key cards: Nationwide Southwest; Convention Daily: TRIB Group;  
bottled water in the exhibit hall: TRIB Group; badges: ArchBrook 
Laguna; Internet Café: RSSS and SED International; Pocket Show Guide: 
Sears Contract Sales; Relaxation Station: Benefit Marketing Solutions; 
registration computers: Cybertron; registration electronics: O’Rourke 
Custom Solutions; registration bags: Inform Printing Services

APROO8 : Rent-to-Own Connections

Social events
Joe Eason/Tom Kitchens  
Golf Tournament
Quail Creek Golf Club 
11 a.m.– 3 p.m., Monday, August 11 
Sponsored by Whirlpool

New for 2008! APRO has sched-
uled the golf tournament to begin at 
11 a.m. to allow for more participa-
tion from those driving to the event 
from surrounding areas.

Quail Creek’s Championship 
Golf Course provides natural 
streams, rolling hills and Bermuda 
fairways. The par-72 course has 
four sets of tees, playing from 
5,500 to 7,000 yards. Designed by 
Hale Irwin, the club has hosted 
two USGA tournaments and a U.S. 
Open qualifier. When you’re there, 
you’ll understand why Quail Creek 
(www.quailcreekgolfclub.com) is 
considered one of the most popular 
courses in St. Louis.

Golf tournament space is limited 
and assigned on a first-come, first-
served basis, so register early.

APRO President’s Reception—
honoring state presidents, 
APRO PAC, Team APRO and 
Congressional Leadership
6–7 p.m., Monday, August 11 
Sponsored by dPi Teleconnect  
and Speed Queen

This annual event recognizes 
those who have gone the extra mile 
to help the rent-to-own industry 
thrive by nurturing the legislative 
process at both the state and federal 
levels. Join APRO President Larry 
Carrico in honoring those who work 
so hard to protect our industry. 
Missouri Congressman William 
Lacy Clay will address the group 
and offer insights into the latest 
developments regarding the Con-
sumer Rental-Purchase Agreement Act 
on Capitol Hill.

Business attire; complimentary 
hors d’oeuvres and cocktails.
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